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II. 


The removal of Latin, as the language 
of instruction, from the schools 
happened only by passing a general 
act. In 1832/36 an act ordered to the 
registration births in Magyar, an 
1839/40 act declared the use of 
Magyar in the letters sending from the 
parliament and municipalities to the 
king, in the work of governing body, 
and the Hungarian military troops. The 
next step was the use of Magyar in the 
circle letters of churches, and 
prohibition of the employment of 
clergymen who could not speak 
Magyar. The 1843/44 2nd act ordered 
Magyar to be the language of the 
letters coming from the King, the text 
of acts, the conversation of parliament and the juridical bodies. The 1843/44 9th 
act ordered it to became the language of the schools. (But in Transylvania Latin 
as the language of instruction remained till 1848.) 


Месяц назад y меня был нулевой размер 
Груди! Сегодня уже 2й! Вот мой метод... 


The king's order (1845) was a relatively modern product; more modern than the 
situation was in the autonomic protestant territories; it made compulsory the 1st 


http://lib2.znate.ru/docs/index-297392.html?page-8 1 


International patterns in the history of Hungarian educational administration - ... 7/15/14 


and 2nd grade of elementary schools for everybody, and the enrollment of those 
schools became the compulsory activity of the municipal body, not the church. 
Latin as a subject started in the 3rd grade for those pupils who wanted to go to 
secondary schools. In secondary schools the main function of reading of Latin 
authors was the building of personality. 


This concept shows the neo-humanism won in Latin teaching: it’s function 
changed from the practical public language to a pedagogical and cultural aim. 


The fact that modernization of education was a competitional and not an 
ideological one can illustrated by the fact that the protestant modernists won in 
their circles only after the victory of modernist forces in the state-controlled 
Catholic sphere. Only two years later the more modern group of protestants took 
over the orthodoxy in Transylvania, integrating the natural sciences and 
separating Latin studies in the upper level of secondary schools. The lutherans 
created an 8-grade secondary school in 1846 where the reading of classical 
authors had an literary aim. They opened the curriculum for Hungarian literature 
and natural sciences. These plans were ready same years earlier but only the 
competition with the king’s order gave enough impetus for the supporters to carry 
out these plans. 


Magyar as the language of teaching became accepted everywhere but modern 
studies were not. And the new nationalism of protestants made noised the new 
Slovakian nationalist movement; the lutherans ordered the Magyar to be the 
language of instruction in schools having Slovakian pupils in Northern-Hungary, 
and when Stur, the professor of Slovakian language asked for help from the 
Metternich government, the leaders of the church removed him. 


After this turning point, as Magyar had become the language of the instruction, 
the question of Latin became a question of different pedagogical approaches on 
an ordinary school subject. In that time the intellectuals and teachers started to 
discuss rather on the inner content of Latin curriculum. 


Latin became a school subject like Greek. In this point we have to take look at the 
teaching of Greek in the earlier periods The integration of Greek studies into 
Hungarian schools started in the period of Reformation, when Protestantism 
aimed for a new ambition, to create a new legitimacy for teaching religion and 
classical values. In this process they would have liked to prove that the Protestant 
schools - versus the Catholic ones - ready to show the “real Bible” and the 
independent way of learning the Bible. 


The Protestant schools started to teach Greek language. But the hegemony of 
Latin remained. 


In the competition for students - and for believers - the Jesuits started to provide 
Greek studies from 1548. As it well known the Jesuit educationalists followed an 
universal ratio, everywhere in the world, and the order tolerated only very limited 
discrepancy. In Hungarian Jesuit schools Greek gained fewer of lessons than in 
the universal ratio (3-6 hours per week). 


According to the curriculum of the Protestant schools only the antic authors were 
taught, but the Jesuits integrated the Christian fathers too, to balance the influence 
of antic authors. 
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Ratio Educationis, as the first standardization of Hungarian school-system in 
1777 declared Greek to be only a supplemental school subject. The schools which 
remained independent from the Ratio, showed a great variability. 


In the stronger protestant areas the teaching of Greek was stronger not only in the 
protestant schools but the Catholic ones too. In the Catholic secondary schools in 
Transylvania - the land of four denominations - a relatively intensive Greek 
teaching was 6 (and in 1781:5) year long. Greek teaching was started in the 
Calvinist elite-schools from the elementary level, in the 7th and 8th year. The 
Catholic schools in Transylvania taught the grammatics, the German Lutheran 
ones taught the New Testament and Aisopos. In the strongest protestant territory, 
in the college of Debrecen, Greek was taught in the 8th year. 


The collapse of enlightened absolutism brought a greater chance for the salvation 
of Greek. The II Ratio in 1806 ordered Greek to be a non-ordinary subject of 
philosophical level of the state-controlled schools. Other schools - following their 
own curriculum with a very great variability of content - taught Greek as an 
ordinary subject. From 1790 many plans tried to integrate Greek to the school, 
but the neo-humanism could not win, because Latin-lobby was stronger, the 
university did not supported it and the public opinion was in favour of the 
national schools. Kossuth - the new leader of the opposition - in 1841 supported 
the teaching of Greek, but later he changed his opinion and in 1846 when the 
national assembly of Lutherans discussed the curriculum, he suggested Greek 
only as a facultative subject, preferring rather modern subjects like chemistry. 
The reason for the change was clear: in the course of the late 1830s the reform- 
opposition concentrated on the question of laws, and Kossuth as the leader of the 
opposition demanded the ethical patterns of ancient democracy as an 
ideologically useful framework for his own political activity. But from the early 
1840s opposition started to concentrate to the industrialization of Hungary, and 
the natural sciences became much more important than the neo-humanist values. 


The aim of Latin - as a school subject - was changed in the above mentioned 
period: in the period of humanism it spread some ethical values, the reformation 
used Latin to make understood the New Testament. Neo-humanism turned back 
to the antic values, and for a better understanding of Hellenism, it started to prefer 
the antic texts for itself. This process helped to introduce the majority of 
grammatics and formal force of languages in education. Schedius and other 
curriculum-designers tried to concentrate on the ancient Greek values but 
grammatics remained in the center until 1850. 


The two Ratios determined the material for Latin: Latin was declared to be a 
practical language of common life. Thus fluent Latin speaking and writing of 
letters, short stories, reports required in the lower three grades, and after the upper 
two grades the style had to be faultless in rhetorics. The textbooks did not 
concentrate on the classical writers, but they were rather chrestomatias. After a 
long struggle initiated by the neo-humanists, the new curriculum of secondary 
schools in 1848 declared the task of Latin teaching to be the study of classical 
writers. The aims of the Austrian Entwurf in 1850 were absolutely similar. This 
order defined the Gymnasium as an 8 grade elite-school, with well-qualified 
teachers, professional and technical norms, and state-controlled final exam. Since 
this orders Latin-knowledge was definited as ars dicendi, ars scribendi and later 
as ars legendi. The Entwurf brought the winning of the neo-humanists in Greek 
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teaching too: it ordered only the dialect of Attica compulsory, and concentrated 
on the reading of antic writers and not on learning grammatics. 


The number of Latin lessons was stabilised: The Entwurf ordered 47, the order of 
1861:45, the order of 1871:44, the order of 1879:47, the order of 1899:44 lessons. 
The number of Greek lessons was not so stable. In 1850 it was 28 and in 1861 it 
declined to 8. It shows that the collapse of absolutism lead back to the idea of 
Kossuth. But after the compromise its lesson number started to be higher 
(1871:18, 1879:19, 1899:19). 


The order declared the aims of Latin teaching to be the following: 


9. 
abilities for the understanding and translating authors, on a stable basis of 
grammatics, 
10. 
the knowledge of outstanding texts and understanding of the Roman people's 
life and thought, 
11. 


understanding of the Roman element of Hungarian culture?! 


The Act of 1883 on secondary schools - presented by the liberal minister Ágoston 
Trefort - ordered two types of Hungarian secondary schools. In the so called 
Gymnasium, Latin became the strongest subject with 49 lessons, Hungarian got 
30 lessons and Greek gained 19 lessons. In the Realschools Latin and Greek were 
not subjects, and the natural sciences and living languages ruled the curricula. It 
was a great chance for Hungarian middle-class to use the possibilities for 
choosing between different values and carreers according to their life-strategies, 
supporting pluralism in education. 


But in this period, the coalition between the traditional middle-class - originated 
from the nobility - and the modern middle-class - originated from Hungarian, 
German and Jewish merchants, entrepreneurs, industrialists - was still stable. But 
in the ideological sphere of society the values of the traditional middle-class took 
over. The faculties of law, theology, humanities and medical sciences excluded 
the students of the Realschools. Since the prestige of Realschool became much 
lower than the Gymnasium, the parents who would have preferred a more 
practical school in a modern society, were pressed to send their children to 
Gymnasium. Despite being a "free choice" they became upset by the rigid rule of 
Greek. 


The social movement in Western Europe which since 1880 set itself against the 
privileged academic status of Gymnasiums and also against the general 
compulsory study of Greek, exerted its influence upon Hungarian Gymnasiums as 
well. This oppositional group succeeded to express its interests in the act of 1890 
- presented by the modernist minister of Hungarian Kulturkampf, Albin Csáky - 
which stipulated that a substitution of Greek language might be made. This 
substitution consisted of freehand drawing and a study of Greek art and Greek 
classics in Hungarian translations. The same law provided, furthermore, that 
pupils taking the substitution course might be admitted to the faculties of law or 
medicine of the universities, but admission to the studies of theology, philology, 
philosophy or history could be had only upon examination in Greek language on 
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the basis of its maturity requirements. 


This tendency explain why the number of Latin lessons had increased in the 
periods when - everywhere in Europe it had declined. At first time in 1883 Latin 
and Greek lobby made a compromise with the government according to the 
principle: “we tolerate the opening of a secondary school, without Latin if you 
tolerate the preserving our position in the main type of secondary school”. The 
second compromise was forced by government in 1890. In the course of the 
bargaining process, the more modern forces of Greek and Latin lobbies formed a 
coalition against the old fashioned Greek teachers and clergymen. The reformist 
coalition tolerated the exclusion of Greek as compulsory language from the main 
type of secondary school, but they preserved Greek literature and the increased 
the number of Latin lessons in the curriculum. After the compromise Latin 
stabilized its position, the prestige-competition of schools showed the public 
demand for Latin as a facultative subject in the Realschool, too. The Realschools 
from 1896 gained the right of organizing maturity exam in Latin, because it was 
an essential component of school-prestige. But in a longer run, the compromise- 
oriented approach of the more modern part of Greek lobby was not successful: the 
plan of the new act in 1916 suggested the exclusion of Greek and preferred the 


modern languages 1“! 


The new forces of modernization, the radicals and social democrats - in the 
opposite of conservative-liberal government, which had been the force of 
modernization in the last decades - demanded a general school reform. They 
declared that the value of neo-humanism was old fashioned, and the modern times 
would need more natural sciences, sociology, and modern languages instead of 
Latin and even of a great part of History and Hungarian. 


In this situation Latin lobby had to form a new argumentation which could divide 
the forces of modernization and which was capable forming coalition. 


According to their approach, the aim of Latin and Greek teaching were: 


12. 
understanding of two special nations, and men in the ancient age, which 
created modern European culture, 

13. 
regulating thinking by the discipline of grammar, by the special 
methodological means of translation, 

14. 
reading classic authors ennoble the taste and develop the volitional process of 
the pupils, 

15. 
Latin was still living in the theology, science and technic, 

16. 


the Roman languages are based on this language. 5] 


As а result of the modernization process in the 19th century, Greek lost its 
position in the secondary schools and Latin lost its evidence. 


|] 4.455759 I Il 20 


Месяц назад y Мой 9-летний сын +2 размера за 3 
меня был подарил мне дня! От этого 
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‚ грудь растет как 
"на дрожжах" в 

_ любом возрасте! 
X. Читай.. 


i нулевой размер — машину Ha 8 
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